[image: image1.jpg]\
Soutﬁjglwﬁk]sgt%n ;%& EPS RC Engineering and Physical Sciences
st of Soundand v&! g Ll INN Research Council
Vibration Researc, F

re®








We want Growing Sound to live up to its name.  What you have in these resources is just the ‘seed’.  Hopefully you will take these resources, and we’ve deliberately made them open to amendment and customisation for this purpose, and build on them so that the project can continue to grow anyway you want it to.
The essence of Growing Sound is its creative, cross-curricular nature, the way it combines music, performance and science are quite unique.  Listed below are a few ideas about how you could extend the project in your school.

· The Sound Garden
Pupils and staff can design a garden based on the acoustic properties of the plants to be included.  These could involve things like pampas grass which makes a calm, rustling sound in the wind.  Bamboo could be included because it is fast growing and can be harvested to make a variety of musical instruments.  Fruit and vegetables could be grown to turn into instruments. The design of the garden could be inspired from music or sounds. The possibilities are endless and the garden could be any size from a single tub upwards

· Sonic Sculptures

Pupils can design and build their own sonic sculptures.  These could be designed to create different noises in different conditions, i.e. when it rains, or when the wind blows. Wind or water powered sculptures could play simple tunes. Sculptures could represent sound waves or musical notation and produce notes when struck.
· What’s inside

Using a simple microscope the anatomical and cellular structure of fruits and vegetables could be examined and compared. The images could form stimulus material for art or D&T activities.


· Healthy eating

Students are introduced to unfamiliar fruit and vegetables in a novel context that can lead to them asking ‘what is it used for’ or ‘what does it taste like’ – an opportunity to encourage students to try new foods.. This also leads into work on eating healthily and the science behind ‘5-a-day’ and ‘superfoods’.  
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